Awakening Voices - Special Newsletter on World Day
Against Child Trafficking

This July, the ATSEC India network united across states to observe the World Day
Against Trafficking in Persons (30 July) — a significant moment to reaffirm our
collective stand against human trafficking and exploitation. From awareness rallies
and newspaper features to online discussions and community-led campaigns, our
member organisations marked the day with powerful, on-ground actions and
voices from the field.

This edition captures those inspiring stories, media coverage, dialogues, and digital
engagements that not only raised awareness but also amplified the call for stronger
protection systems and community vigilance.

Each activity reflects ATSEC's unwavering commitment to prevention, survivor
support, and systemic change — made possible through the dedication of field
teams, child champions, and civil society allies working at the grassroots.

BACKGROUND

ATSEC India (Action Against Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation of Children) is a
network-based coalition of over 500 civil society organisations, committed to
ending human trafficking and protecting the rights of vulnerable children and
women. Founded in 1998, ATSEC works across multiple states including Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh and more — with strong community
engagement at its core.

Our approach integrates prevention, protection, rehabilitation, and advocacy,
empowering communities through training, awareness, and coordination with local
governance systems. We also operate the National Anti-Trafficking Information
Resource Centre (NATIRC) to facilitate knowledge sharing, research, and
documentation across the country.
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1 the bustling lanes of Krishna,
untur, and Prakasam districts, life
ppears ordinary. Yet, bepeath this
wwade lies a silent crisis endured by
wusands of women who have sur-
ived human trafficking or remain
apped in commercial sexual ex-
loitation (CSE). Thelr stories rarely
1ake headlines, but t hey reveal a grim
rality of relentless gender-based vio
mce (GBV), deep-rooted stigma, and
¢stemic neglect that continues even
fter rescue, According to the 2024
ACO PMPSE report, Andhra Pradesh
i home to an estimated 1.33 lakh fe-
1ale sex workers, making ap 12% of
wlia's total. These women live on the
1argins of society, navigating a daily

BREAKING SILENGE

Stigma and Violence Haunt Survivors

ing survivor from Guntur, recalls the
trauma of sesking help: !
ed as criminals for tryir
When we gp to the police, m-.l.'uu_ L-[
protection, we face blame and humil-
iation.”

This fear of authorities pushes the
trade further :|[1I|Frgrnunri. Over 55%
of sex work hotspots are now home-
based, increasing invisibility and wvul-
nerability to violence.

The Weight of Stigma

Survivors do not just suffer violence;
they endure lifelong stigma. Nearly
B8% of women interviewed by HELP
faced rejection from their families

mood disorders, yet almost none re-

Justice Denied, Rights Ignored

India's laws, including the Protection
of Women from Domestic Vielence Act
(2005) and the Immaoral Trafficking
{Provention) Act (ITPA), promise safe
ty and dignity, In reality, less than
1% of rescued survivors in Andhra
Pradesh (2019-2023) received wvictim
compensation. Custedial harassment,
arbitrary arrests, and bureaucratic
hurdles leave women feeling more
criminalized than pmtpdp;l. “The Sys-
tem treats us as problems, not people,”
Says Shanti from Prakasam district.

The Cycle of Exploitation

er of exploitation, leaving surviw

The Call for Change

Amidst this bleak scenario, a mo
ment for dignity and rightsis growii
survivors and sex worker collectiy
are demanding decriminalization,
habilitation, mental health suppc
fair compensation, and a seat at t
policymaking table. Their message
clear: stop treating them as crimin
and start recognizing them as rigl
holders.

Lakshmi sums up their struggle ir
single line: “The stigma is worse th

attle against abuse, social exclusion, and communities, Their children are the violence, If society sees us as b
nd injustice. bullied, denied school admissions, Ra.m MDhE.ln Economic distress drives most wom- man beings, half our battle will
Life Marked EW Violence and forced into the same oyele of ex- Nlmmara]u BN lll!lll SOK 1:1'{_||'k. ?\'P]' % |']I|i'-]' due  won.”

ploitation, secretary to poverty, while 41% have been aban-
ELP NGO's 2023 study highlights that X , doned by their husbands, leaving Breaking this silence is no longer ¢
3% of women in sex work faced ver- Kavitha (name changed), trafficked at HELP Organisation them sole providers for their families. tional,it is essential for gender justi

al abuse, 12% physical assault, and
% sexual violence, often at the hands
[ ellents, partners, plmps, and,
1ockingly, law enforcement officers
ikshiml (name changed), a traffick-

17, recounts returning home years lat-
er: *My parents refused to let me enter
the house. They sald [ brought shames,
I had nowhere to go.” Such rejection
pushes many women into isolation,

with litle access to mental health
support. Studies reveal that 33% report
severe stress, 25% depresslon, and 26%

More than 84,000 children depend on
these women, many facing height-
ened risks of trafficking themselves,
Violence at home, in the community,
and from the state forms a triple lay

Unless Andhra Pradesh confronts st
ma and svstemic neglect head-on,
promise of salety, equality, and dig
ty for all women will remain painf
Iy out of reach.

LEADING THE CONVERSATION ON
WOMEN'S SAFETY AT STATE-LEVEL
CONSULTATIONIN VIJAYAWADA

State-level consultation on Paving
better life for women and girls was

jointly  organized

by Vasavya

Mahila Mandali, Dignity for Women,
Just Rights for Children, and Mahila

Sanghala

lkya Vedika, with

the

objective of identifying key issues

faced by women

and girls and

providing recommendations to the

State Government.

The outcomes of this workshop will
be submitted to the Hon’ble Chief
Minister through the State Home

Minister.

- Now, hockey trammg to shield 60 Girls. 1 Mission.
adolescent glrls from trafficking
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Special plan to combat
human trafficking formulated

All necessary measures are being taken to
prevent the trafficking of women and children

Haxs News Service
Vijavawapa

E Andhra Pradesh govern-
nt, particularly the CID and
ice Department,
serious efforts to prevent
trafficking of children and
men in the state

Sreedevi Rao, SP of the
s Women Protection Di-
on, announced here on
dnesday that a special plan
been formulated under the
ership of Additional DGP
Ravi Shankar Ayyanar 1o
hbat human trafficking.

Il necessary measures are
ng taken to prevent the traf-
ing of women and children.
Dn Wednesday at the CID
dquarters,
eiled wall poste
ited by YAT SEC, HELP and

Vimukthi organisations to m
World Day against Human Tr]
ficking.

Speaking at the event,
Sreedevi Rao stated that a s
cial action plan is already
motion across the state.

This plan involves est
lishing Anti-Human Trafh,
ing Units (AHTUs) statewi
conducting large-scale awa
ness campaigns against hum
trafficking, strengthening
AHTUs to crack down on tr
fickers.

5P Sreedevi Rao, along w|
CID Women Protection Cell
TX Ajay kmmr Inspector )
Saher b-Inspector | 14
shmi, HELP organisation
retary Nimmaraju Rammoh
Project Manager V Bhaskar K
and Vimukthi leader Mehar
nisa were present.

is mak-

P Sreedevi Rao
jointly

To combat trafficking
e through  empowerment
T Bt e and sport, Bal Kalyan
Sangh. a socll outft ool Sangh launched a hockey
sdministration and disrict PP 8 training program for 60
child protection Wed-  The ramme will begin at vil level and expand to state . . . 9 _ o__ano 9
nom pnanehed hockey ral, | ooome W R Fese B : girls in Khunti. This initiative
ning initiative for adoleseent  literacy Now, through this Thelaunch event was part q q
girls aged 15 t0 18 years. The  hockey initiative, we aim to of the programme Kishor [ glelile]al\VAl o1U[|[eEJe o] g] (o [<TpTe7="
{nitiative aims to empower create role models Kishori Samvaad, which bro- .
girls from vulnerable and  girlsfromdistricislikeKhun-  ught together young partici- e[ ale M[=Tele[=TgS ol/ o} o]V] Sl o] o)
prone communi- i, Jamshedpur, Koderma, nanls.sﬂﬂuiﬁclals.sndmlld .
ties through sports, withafo-  hibganj, Pakur, Chaib too. fosters resilience  and
cus on building self- - and Ranchi.” The program- Alok Kumar, deputy deve- .
ce, life skills, and community me willbeginat thevillagele-  lopment commissioner, said, awareness Gmong g|r|s
engagement. veland. bas:)d on pfr‘fbrmglrsl ;ﬁfdm !r:\il!;lj':;(k‘l\r:;:flfa:- f I bl
" acﬁonagmnmmmumglt mciandstatelewls,‘l‘hemi: (‘hay:!.i'f;ii:‘ st 2 rom . vuinerable
mmlemlmmurqmo tiative, supported by the fﬂf&’i:‘f,:hﬁ"“?f:f € communities.
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Against Trafficking

IN PERSONS

: Kishor Kishori
? Samvad: Voices of
Youth Against
Child Trafficking-
Bal Kalyan Sangh

NN L e e r - I (e (-] [ The young participants asked sharp, insightful
Stop Centre in Kanpur on World Day questions, reflecting their awareness and

commitment to a trafficking-free future




On 29th July 2025, STOP commemorated
World Day Against Trafficking in Persons
(TIP Day) with a vibrant and deeply
moving community event held within its
field intervention areas with an audience
of 120 eager women, young girls and
children.

Online seminar organize.d on Anti Huma_n Trafficking .Day,
experts shared important information

g revention of Trafficking In Persong WorKShop for awareness
commemoration of ‘World Day Against Trafficking In Perso raIS|ng and preventlon Of

O L

Yogesh Sharma
Lucknow. An online seminar
was organized on the occasion
of Anti Human Trafficking
under the joint acgis of Vigyan
Foundation, Pwpk
Consultancy Services, At Sec
India and UP Forces, More than
50 participants from various
districts  of the country -
Lucknow, Aligarh, Mathura,
Ballia, Shravasti, Chitrakoot
and Kanpur - participated in this
program.

As subject experts in the semi-
mar, Ms. Rizwana Parveen of
UNICEF Lucknow, Dr.
Tarushikha Sarvesh, Assistant
Professor of Advanced Center
for Women Studies, Aligarh
Muslim University and Mr,
Ramayan Yadav from UP
Forces were present as speakers,
Through her power point pres-

Anti-trafficking
awareness camp held

Timees News
Bel

entation, Ms. Rizwana Parveen
discussed in detail the definition
of human trafficking, its causes
and the problems arising from
it. She explained how poor,
deprived and families with lack
of awareness are made victims
of this crime, He mentioned
government helpline numbers
(like 1098, 112, 181) to prevent
human trafficking and said that
any suspicious y can be
reported to th al administra-
tion, child welfare committee or
the nearest police station.

Dr. Tarushikha
on the gender aspect of human
trafficking and said that women
and children are especially the
target of this crime. She said
that it can be eradicated only

rvesh spoke

through social awareness, edu-
cation and community partici-
pation. She also shared informa-

tion about the legal provisions
related to women's rights and
protection.

Shri Ramayan Yadav, who was
representing UP Forces, said that
Uttar Pradesh Police and Special
Forces are actively engaged in
preven human trafficking.
He gave information on the
process of identification of cases

related to human trafficking, pre-

liminary action and rehabilita-
tion of victims. Shri Yadav also

clarified that vigilance and infor-
mation of citizens is the first link
0 stop the crime,

The participants attending the
program asked questions related
to the subject and got solutions
from the expens. The seminar
congluded with a collective reso-
lution in which all the partici-
pants pledged 1o spread aware-
ness against human trafficking,

District Administration, South Tripura
& South Tripura Youth Forum

te: 2nd August 2025
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seminar
Anti
Human Trafficking
Day, experts shared
important
information

Online
organized on

Read Here

Trafficking in Persons in
South Tripura District in
collaboration

with DM
and South
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ATSEC National Secretariat Head office-Bal Kalyan Sangh

Saraswati Nagar, Opposite Reliance Petrol Pump, P.O.-Kamre, P.S.-Ratu, Ranchi, Jharkhand (INDIA) Pin Code-835222



https://shorturl.at/ZfaUW

